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Announcements: 
-NEWS A-Train Data Product Catalog 
The catalog is now publicly available. For more information go to 
http://www.nasa-news.org/resources/, see NEWS study publication “Interannual Variability of the Global 
Radiation Budget” listed below or  email seiji.kato@nasa.gov 
 
-Did you know that two of our NEWS PIs; Judy Curry and Tim Liu, were elected as Fellows of the American 
Association for Advancement of Science for contributions to atmospheric and hydrologic science   
 
Papers in Progress and Publications: 
-Li, R., Q. Min, B. Lin, Estimation of evapotranspiration in a mid-latitude forest using the Microwave 
Emissivity Difference Vegetation Index (EDVI), Remote Sensing of Environment, 113, 2011-2018, 2009.  
For more information contact: bing.lin@nasa.gov 
 
-Myoung B., and Y. Deng, 2009: Interannual Variability of the Cyclonic Activity along the U.S. Pacific 
Coast: Influences on the Characteristics of Winter Precipitation in the Western U.S. J. Climate, 22, 5732-
5747.   
For more information contact: yi.deng@eas.gatech.edu 
 
-Grecu M., W. S. Olson, C.-L. Shie, T. S. L'Ecuyer, and W.-K. Tao, 2009:  Combining satellite microwave 
radiometer and radar observations to estimate atmospheric latent heating profiles.  Journal of Climate (in 
press).  
For more information contact: Bill.Olson@nasa.gov 
 
-Jiang, X., D. E. Waliser, W. S. Olson, W.-K. Tao, T. S. L'Ecuyer, J.-L. Li, B. Tian, Y. L. Yung, A. M. 
Tompkins, S. E. Lang, and M. Grecu, 2009:  Vertical Heating structures associated with the MJO as 
characterized by TRMM estimates, ECMWF reanalyses and forecasts: A case study during 1998-99 
winter.  Journal of Climate (accepted). 
For more information contact: Bill.Olson@nasa.gov 
 
-Dong, X. B. Xi, K.Crosby, C.N. Long, R. S. Stone, 2009: A 10-yr Climatology of Arctic Cloud Fraction at 
Barrow, Alaska. .Journal of Geophysical  Research (submitted) For more information contact: 
dong@aero.und.edu 
 
-Kato, S., S. Sun-Mack, W. F. Miller, F. G. Rose, Y. Chen, P. Minnis, and B. A. Wielicki, 2009: Relation of 
Cloud Occurrence Frequency, Overlap, and Effective Thickness Derived from CALIPSO and CloudSat 
Merged Cloud Vertical Profiles. Journal of Geophysical Research Atmosphere CALIPSO special issue 
(submitted) 
For more information contact: seiji.kato@nasa.gov 
 
-Kato, S., Interannual Variability of the Global Radiation Budget 
For more information go to: http://www.nasa-news.org/resources 



 
 

NEWS Integration  
work in progress 

1. El Nino Precipitation & 
Atmospheric Heating 
Anomalies 

Olson, L’Ecuyer & Greco 
This work is the result of the 
combination of Q1-QR 
(Grecu and Olson) and 
QR(L’Ecuyer) from the 
1998-2007 TRMM record to 
create an approximate total 
diabatic heating (Q1) 
product.  The precipitation 
and Q1 anomalies are the 
differences of the 1998 
monthly means and the 10-
year average monthly 
means.  The El Nino 
signature in both 
precipitation and zonal-
mean Q1 are evident. 
For more information 
contact Bill Olson 
Bill.Olson@nasa.gov or 
Tristan L’Ecuyer 
tristan@atmos.colostate.edu 
 
 
 
 
2. NEWS A-Train Data Product Catalog  
The data product is now publicly available and was presented at a GEWEX Radiation Panel in Germany. 
http://www.nasa-news.org/resources/ 
 
Wielicki/Acting PI: Seiji Kato and team 
The Wielicki/Kato team cataloged four months of data integrating four NASA’s satellite data sets, CALIPSO, 
CloudSat, CERES, and MODIS (the product is called CCCM, and plan to continue the process. They plan to 
process at least one year of data before the end of 2009 and more in 2010. Four months of data  (July and 
October 2006, January and April 2007) will be publicly available from Langley Atmospheric Science Data 
Center the week of October 6th.  Product documentation has been done and they have defined more than 400 
variables included in the product, and also how they were generated.  For more information contact Seiji Kato : 
seiji.kato@nasa.gov 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
3. Monitoring Global Precipitation 
with the Global Precipitation 
Climatolotgy Project (GPCP) 
 
Adler and team 
Highlight to the right is based on 
adding 2008 to the GPCP data set 
(now the new version 2.1).  Looking 
at the whole record you can see some 
interesting things regarding temp. and 
precip. trends (or lack thereof) and 
some clear indications of ENSO 
affecting global numbers--both for 
temp. and precip.  2008 was a dry 
year globally, probably due most to 
La Nina, but there is an interesting 
pause in global warming since 1998 
(partly due to ENSO and solar cycle?) 
and this may also be related to 
relatively dry (precip.-wise) last few 
years. 
For more information contact: 
 Robert.F.Adler@nasa.gov 
         
         
NEWS highlights of interest to NASA HQ and/or other Agencies 
 
4. A 10 year Climatology of Artic Cloud Fraction at Barrow Alaska, Dong et.al. JGR, Submitted   
For more information 
contact:  
dong@aero.und.edu 
 
        
                 

                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5.  Satellite-Scale Modeling of Land-Atmosphere Coupling 
For more information contact: christa.d.peters-lidard@nasa.gov 
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